AMBITION                        23.9
Perhaps if one could have looked at the whole
question in a simpler and larger-minded way,
the result might have been different. But here
temperament comes in, and the very complexi-
ties and intricacies that clouded the matter were
of themselves evidence that after all it was the
temperament that was at fault. Cecil Rhodes, it
is recorded, once asked Lord Acton why Mr.
Bent, the explorer, did not pronounce certain
ruins to be of Phoenician origin. Lord Acton
replied with a smile that it was probably because
he was not sure. " Ah 1" said Cecil Rhodes,
" that is not the way that Empires are made/'
A true, interesting, and characteristic comment;
but it also contains a lesson that people who are
not sure should not attempt to make empires,
or undertake tasks that involve the welfare of
many.
And so there remains the duty to me, after
my piece of experience, to gather up the frag-
ments that remain, to interpret. Dante assigns
the lowest place in the lower world to those
who refuse a great opportunity, but he is speak-
ing of those who perversely reject a great task,
which is plainly in their power, for some false
and low motive. But the case is different for